GIROUARD et al. -Wppln. No. 09/472,134 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-49, 55, 57-61, 64-68, 73 and 77-84 are pending. By this Amendment, claim 

84 is added. t , 

Applicant appreciate <he courtesies extended by Examiner BoeMer to Apphcants 

representaUve during a pe^na, interview conducted on October 25, 2001. During the 

personal interview, it was agreed that the Amendment fled on September 24, 2001 

overcomes the prior art rejection of claims 59-61 based on Hirose. 

During the interview Applicants' representative took the position that none of the 
claims positively recite a rider, and that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §101 is improper since 
Applicants are no. claiming a human. In particular, claim 1 specifies a straddle seat that ts 
dimensioned to support a standard rider. Claim 1 does not require the standard rider, only a 
seat that is dimensioned to support one. Therefore, a standard rider is not required to .nfrmge 
claim 1. 

New claim 84 even more clearly shows that Applicants are not claiming a nder. In 
claim 84, the seat is dimensioned to support a standard load. There is no question that 
Applicants are not claiming a human being and that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §101 is 
improper. 

Further the snowmobile is defined in tem,s of a seat, a footrest and a steenng device 
U,at are dimensioned and positioned with respect to one another so that a particular resuh ts 
accomplished. In claim 84. the result is that the snowmobile has a first center of grav.ty 
without the load and a second center of gravity when the load is in the standard ndmg 
position, with the first and second centers of gravity being spaced a distance of between 0-14 
cm In claim 84, the "so that" phrase is part of the defmition of how the seat, footrest and 
steering device are dimensioned and oriented with respect to one another. See Lailram Corp. 
V. Can,tndge Wire Clo.h Co., 863 F.2d 855, 858 (Fed. Cir. 1988) (defining a phrase 
beginning with the tenn "so that" as a definitional parameter). 

In a similar vein, claim 40 specifies a snowmobile in which a steering device ,s 
disposed on the frame and spaced forward of the sea, such that a certain effect results. In the 
case of claim 40, that effect is that the rider can grasp the steering device in the standard 
position and drat the rider's torso is tilted toward the steering device and the rider's artns 
extend toward the steering device with the rider's elbows substantially over the knees - thrs is 
all part of the defmitional phrase of the steering device in its cooperative relationship w,th the 
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fta^e and sea. Tl.e dimensioning ^d positiomng ot*e steering device wi* respec, ,0 *e 
n::dLaUs„,...ppUcan,sa,e«i.e..asno— ,„o.U,epa«ieu,a..^^^^^ 

" iLed i.e«.o is a n,a..ed-np ve.ion of *e cH^ges n^ade .o .e specifleaiion »d 
,..s t, .e — . THe a«acHed Appendix is captioned 

-'^'^-fS^Ln.and..^^^^ 

*e claims are pa.en.able ^d fta. *e e„.i« appliea.ion is in condi.ion for allowance. 

Should *e Exantine. believe .ba. any*ing f^r is desitabie .0 place ^e-app .ca„o„ 
, J condi.ion .0. .lowance, be .s invi.ed .0 con.c. .be ™.de.igned a. .e .elepHone 
number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Pillsbury^inAroB^LP 

By: , 

Paul T. Bowen 
Registration No.: 38,009 
Tel No.: (703) 905-2020 
Fax No.: (703) 905-2500 

PTB/jck 
Enclosure: 
Appendix 

1600 Tysons Boulevard 
McLean, V A 22102 
(703) 905-2000 




^ .c. ^ ' '''' 
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APPENDIX 

VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claim 84 has been added. 
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